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POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH POSITION AVAILABLE

Algal Biotechnology –High Value Molecules from Immobilized Algae Cells           (Project FOTOBIOMAT)
An 18-month postdoctoral position, with the possibility of an additional 12-month extension, is available in the Laboratory of Bioengineering (http://www.uclouvain.be/gebi) of the Earth & Life Institute, University of Louvain (UCL), Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium for a highly motivated postdoctoral scientist.  

The FOTOBIOMAT research project seeks to develop cultivation platforms for the continuous production of high value-added biomolecules (HVABs) from immobilized algal cell cultures. The project outcome at Louvain will be to determine ideal conditions for HVAB production in target algae species, adapt these conditions to immobilised cultures, and to investigate methods of HVAB secretion or extraction while maintaining cell viability. Tasks include culture maintenance, the application of abiotic stressors and bioprocess conditions for the optimization of HVAB production, and the investigation of physical, chemical or biomolecular methods to elucidate product excretion or extraction of HVABs from immobilized cells. Additionally, the candidate will collaborate and exchange technologies with lab groups specializing in cell immobilization and bioreactor design.  The candidate is required to take responsibility for project-related reporting and management activities. 
We look for a postdoctoral microbiologist, biologist, (bio)chemist, bio-engineer, or chemical engineer with experience in culture methods and process engineering. The candidate must be academically competitive, independent, self-motivated, rigorous, with excellent English oral and writing skills. Experiences with multi-partner research projects, management skills and some knowledge of French are beneficial.

We offer a supportive, interdisciplinary environment in which the candidate will be able to successfully continue his/her academic career. A friendly and international team as well as project partners all over Europe will allow the candidate to widen the scope of his/her research. The candidate will have access to state-of-the-art equipment either in the laboratory or through established collaborations. 
UCL is an equal opportunity employer. Physically handicapped persons are explicitly encouraged to apply and will be favored if equally qualified. Women are explicitly encouraged to apply to increase their share in science and research. 

Further information can be obtained from Dr. Clayton JEFFRYES (phone: +32(0)10473149, e-mail: Clayton.Jeffryes@uclouvain.be). Please send applications (letter of motivation, complete CV, certificates of academic degrees, reprints of three most important publications and names of two persons for letters of recommendation) exclusively by e-mail to Professor Spiros N. AGATHOS (phone: +32(0)10473644, e-mail: Spiros.Agathos@uclouvain.be). Please email your application with all documents in a single pdf file.
Deadline for submission of application: 15 January 2013.
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